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specially characteristic of Scotsmen, we forbear to dogmatize. The writer already quoted remarks, that the
burden of this ballad version VI. is very ancient, and, when coupled with the purgatorial nature of the
punishment of the heroine, affords a strong presumption of the antiquity of the whole composition.
Pythagorian, in place of purgatorial, is probably the more correct term. This feature is peculiar to version VI.,
which is the one chiefly followed in the text here printed. 1 The minister s dochter of Newarke, All alone, and
alonie, Has fallen in love with her father s clerk, Down by the greenwood sae bonnie. 2 She courted him sax
years and a day; At length her false love did her betray. 3 She has ta en her mantle her about, And sat her down
on an auld tree root. 4 She leant her back unto an aik: First it bow d, and syne it brake. 5 She leant her back
unto a thorn, And there she has her twa babes born. 6 Oh, smile na sae, my babes sae sweet Smile na sae, for it
gars me greet. 1 She s ta en the ribbons frae her hair,...
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