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Mission to the Behring Sea in 1896: Dated March 4, 1897 My Lord, After visiting. according to your Lordship s
instructions, the Pribyloff and Commissioner Islands for the purpose of investigating the condition of the seal
rookeries thereon, | have the honour to submit the following Report: - 2. The main object of my mission was the
collection of information and statistics with regard to the working effectiveness of the Regulations for the fur-
seal fishery prescribed by the Award of the Paris Artibration Tribunal. 3. It was particularly enjoined on me to
investigate the breeding rookeries with a view to ascertaining, the extent and causes of the alleged mortality of
unweaned pups. 4. | was further instructed to inspect and estimate the number of seals resorting to the islands,
and in particular to the Pribyloff Islands, and to compare the phenomena that | witnessed with the information
and statistics supplied for the season of 1895 by the American Agents. (54th Congress, 1 st Session, Sen. Dec. 137,
Part I, pp. 372, 373.) 5. Lastly | was directed to cull upon the authorities in Washington and Ottawa, and to
obtain there, and collect also from persons connected with the sealing industry in Victoria, information bearing
on the business of my mission. 6. Mr. G. E. H. Barrett-Hamilton was associated with me and placed under my
orders, with instructions to proceed, in the first instance, to Robhen Island and the Commander Islands, and to
investigate those localities in particular. Mr. James Mucono was associated with me as an Agent of the
Dominion Government, and Mr. A. Halkett was directed...
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