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Naevia wished to avoid crossing the town, so as not to attract
attention, for the people would have imagined that she was
flying from the place and have been needlessly alarmed. The
carriage rolled swiftly away, down the highroad. The air was
cool, but Naevia s face burned as if it were midsummer. In about
an hour they reached the bridge over the Clanis, and a quarter
of an hour later they could see the villa behind a thick grove of
olivetrees. Until now the road had been absolutely deserted; but
they now perceived at some distance a number of strange
figures; men in dark tunics or skins, and with spears or other
weapons that they had seized from the Roman soldiers. At the
same instant a handful of these men appeared on the road from
the right and challenged the vehicle; Naevia gave the...
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