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Dog Ear Publishing, United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.It is the world s most successful public health insecticide, saving
millions upon millions of lives from insect-borne diseases. Yet despite decades of use and thousands of studies
on its effects, DDT remains the world s most misunderstood chemical. Orchestrated, well-financed, earnest, but
erroneous campaigns forced most countries to ban DDT without scientific justification. These campaigns
created many myths and fears about DDT. This book, The Excellent Powder - DDT s Political and Scientific
History, dispels these myths and sets the record straight about this chemical, which continues to save hundred
of thousands lives in poor countries today and could save hundreds of thousands more. Authors Don Roberts
and Richard Tren, with the help of Roger Bate and Jennifer Zambone, present the most comprehensive
assessment to date of the science, history and public policy of this intriguing and misunderstood chemical.
Despite decades of scientific evidence about how DDT works and the effects it has on human and
environmental health, widespread misunderstandings about the nature and function of DDT have fundamental
implications for the ongoing use of DDT in malaria control and the development of new and effective
replacements. Roberts and Tren challenge those misunderstandings. Specifically The Excellent Powder
delineates how DDT s effectiveness as a public health insecticide lies not how many mosquitoes it kills, but in
how many it repels. By keeping malaria-bearing mosquitoes away from the people they could infect, the
chemical breaks the cycle of infection and death. Roberts and Tren refute the popular notion that DDT caused
the decline and near extinction of several bird species, such as the bald eagle and peregrine falcon. Reviewing
the history of the changing fortunes of...
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