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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Contributions to the Mineralogy of Victoria It has
frequently been noticed by persons acquainted with other mining countries that oar colony, though well-
explored and studded with well-developed mines, Is very poor in minerals, both as regards variety and beauty
of crystallized specimens. We can certainly not complain of the quantity and intrinsic value of the principal
minerals we possess, considering that our quartz reefs and tertiary drifts furnish the most valuable of metals in
greatest abundance-(an authority like Sir Roderick Murchiaon proving Victoria to be the richest gold-mining
country in the world-see Siluria, 4th edition) -and that the most precious of gem-stonca-diamond and ruby-
have already been discovered, and the number of new varieties of other known species is steadily on the
increase. Victoria has indeed received, so to speak, the very easence of mineral richea i yet, In looking, for
instance, at the inconsiderable number of different mineral species -about twenty-hitherto recognized in the
hundreds of auriferous lodes opened throughout the country, and comparing this result with the many dozens
of fine minerals occurring in the ore-lodes of Cornwall, Saxony, the Hartx , Ac., the reward for mineratogteal
research appears rather a meagre one, and any new discovery b therefore the more eagerly welcomed and
deserving of record. Finding some pleasure in the study of the branch of aclencc, | gave, in the geological essay
prepared for the Intercolonial Exhibition of 1867, a condensed description of the mineral species up to that time
fonnd in Victoria j and as a number of new finds and facts have come under my notice since that publication, it
might prove both of scientific snd general interest if...
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